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of what I myself saw, leaving them to draw thelr own 
conclusions, and, if censure in the case ts just, to cen- 
rewnon eriny ahs, 
ook gear a oepre eN 
roi ta i’ Had Garo, sal 


came intensely @ark, so much so, that it was impossi- 
bie 40 distinguish anything at the distance of a few 
rods, with the ald of a powerful glass, even. : 
About 3 -o'clock, = red'and blue light from the 
Harriet’ Lané, which’ lay near the upper end of the 
tewn for the purpose.of commahding the railroad 
track to. Virginia Point, gave warning of an atiack 
upon ‘the town., Up to this time not a sound had been 
heard gave the quick throbs of the powerful engines 
or featfeld, in their vain endeavors to get her 
oace more efioat. The flagship promptly answered 
the signal, at the same time signaling for the Clifton 
to vome to her assistance, At this moment the boom 
of four was beard from the shore, kn- 
medistely by the heavy guns of the Harriet 
Lane, while a bright ball of fire from the bay, speed- 
ing upon its errand of destruction toward the Harriet 
Lene, marked the position of the rebel gunboats. 
The cannopading now became general between the 
Lane, the Owasco, the Sachem and the rebel gunboats, 
hile from the shore an incessant fire of light 
eb Aa eiedatlaid eooloagl up mpan the dur ietLand 
The position of the different boats could only be seen 
by the light from thé flashes of the guns, and frémthe 
bursting shells in the air. 
Jast at this moment the guns of the Hartiet Lane 
ceased entirely, and the Clifton, which had all this 


time been ineffectually endeavoring to extricate the 
Westfield from her unfortunate position, steamed 


and around the island toward the 
city. abreast of Fort Point, battery stationed 
there “epened fire upon her with She 
returned the fire with fearful precision, 
giving v after volley with a promptnces that 
showed ber to be no mean antagonist. After effectu- 
atty silencing the battery, she proceeded up toward 
the town, Matiers remained in this position until 
the first fatot streaks of morning light were discev- 
ered shooting athwart the sky through the dense fog, 
when the Harriet Lane was observed between two huge 
rams, whose decks were pited high with cotton bales, 
effectually sheltering their crews. At this time from 
our position all was uncertainty. Not s flag was to 
be seen flying from any obe of our boats, and we 
could not tell whether the Lane had been captured or 
not, Our doubts were soon dissipated, for as the 
Owascoe opened Gre upon the three boats so myste- 
riously situated, a flag of truce was o2served upon 
the Harriet Lane, A smill Host now left her. side” 
containing one of her officers, who informed the 
Clifton that the Harriet Lane had been captused by 
boardine—the two rams having #pproached from op- 
posite directions, and while she was engaged in re- 
pelling the attack wpon the town, had poured in upon 
her decks hundreds of Anfuriated rebel soldiery, hee 
drawing their bowié-Khives and revolvers, had so 
fectually and mercilessly used them thst out of her. 
crew of 130 men, bhly one officer ten men were 
left alive, and that these had been huddled togetber 
upon the r deck for massacre wptoetes an 
mates open fire upon them.» 
ade thaetaaien of aire what was wo be dona? 
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Saal Tessa La dpetbar ibaa lod 6e iho ek andy thn 
city of Galveston and the pride of our navy, but 
liundreds'of brave men whose blodd cries for ven- 
geance. 

This has been a sad New-Year’s ‘day, and this hur- 
riedly written scrawl will only give you the facts as 
your correspondent actually saw them., Your read- 
ers must embellish them as they desire, 


Among the officers who were conspicuous im this 
prompt and energetic action, as well as coolness and 
judgment, were Sailing Master Suatixr and Acting 
‘Ensign J. B. Jounson, of Brooklyn, both of the ill- 
fated Westfield. Had'ell those ih charge upon that 
day, manifested the same @arnest destre to fulfill their 
duties to each other as well as to their country, the 
result would have been different. 
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‘The Movements Preparatory to the Attack on 


Vicksburgh—Gen. Sherman and the News- | 


paper Correspendents—Helesa—Passes for 

the Contrabands—An Adventure with the 

ReWels on Shore, &c. 

———— ‘ 
Prom Our Special Correspondent. 

Bn ea ym ‘as, Det is ott of wutBetent interest 
to warrant its pubiication.—Ep. Tnas.) 
 fdmaaxan’s Buy, La., Thursday, Dec. 25, 1602, 

A merry Christmas to all! A queer place, this, 
to wigh a merry'Christmas from, and not less pecu- 
Har are its surroundings. A warm foggy morning, ia 
which overcoats are uncomfortable—miles of steam- 
ers extending along the bend of the Mississippi, their 
tong black streamers of amoke ecarcely visible 
againet the foggy sky, their flags waving damply in 
the feevie wind—on one shore a low flat bottom, 
whoes fringes of cotton-wood and cypress are scarce- 
ly visible through the heavy fog; on the other, a 
broad irregular stretch of cotton-fields, interspersed 
with scattered residences, of dirty white, among 
which are the inevitable square-roofed two-story 
Bouse of the planter, and the anpretending white- 
washed quarters of the negroes ; in the background, 
a notched and scalloped line of trees looking grayly 
through “the - mist; It the  foregroand, scattered 
groups of biue-coats, and au immense white cotton- 
gin, from-whose roof roll dense volumes of black 
smoke, with here and there an edging of fleecy white, 
while occasionally fierce red flames. burst out from 
the centre, as if anxious to assert their supremacy. 
Such is a brief outline of owr Christmas surround- 
foge, Yours probably are different. Stockings in the 
éhimney, joyous chilcren, swift sleigh-rides, silvery 
belis, jolly punches, and a good thing generally— 
these make up’ your.merry Christmas. War inter- 
feres with" miaiiy"a” pleasant custém, ‘hot the least 
pleasant of which accompanies the advent of merrie 
Christmas. 
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pricrwmyah right wing of»the Army of West Ten- 


rhe Senerars goccedh igadilg Gp a 
Correspondents seems to have been greater than his 
ability to exclude tiem, as‘ this letter and many 
others from the same point will preve. 

was 


phis, Sunday night Suxauii’s com@iand was em- 
poet gay Gy cage gov tigen ayy 1a 


Division, the colump was made up as follows : 
Pirst Division, Gen. Monoan L. Suren. 
nd Division, Gen, G. W. Monaas. 
Division, Gen. A. J. Sure. 
Soest Diveaey, cee rien. eee 
‘These four divisions namber about 
men and tcide te rae amu of 


Act. Brig.-Gen. Da Covgprr, 

Act. Buig.-Gen. Jno. Bs Wrman, 

Liberal supplies of coal, rations, forage gad Gom- 
missary stores of every kina, commensurate with an 
undertaking like that of opening a river at long and 
broad as the Mississippi, were placed on board ; and 
theh about 3 P. M., Monday, a six-pounder gun from 
Gen. Srazte’s steamer, the Continental, roared forth 
the signal of departure. Cables were untied, gang, 
way planks hauledip. ‘The throngs of blue-coats.on 
the decks of the transports tore the air with cheers, 
Other throngs of blue-coats on shore responded with 
lusty shouts, white handkerchiefs exchanged saluta- 
tions with other white handkerchiefs waved by white 
hands on shore, and amidst these and a hundred other 
surroundings the transport dropped into the river, 
wheeled slowly into the channel and then shot 
swiftly southwards, 

Longing eyes sought Helena as long as 9 roof of 
steeple remained in view ; and when these sank be- 
low the horizon, we yet caught a glimpse of Its lacali- 
ty by a column of smoke that rose high above the 
wodded bluffs that form the background of the town. 

Some of our gallant fellows, burning for distinction, 
jast before starting, had set fire to the house of a.cil- 
izen of Helena, and by the light of its crackling Foo! 
wedeparied. The Only drawback to the ilumina- 
tion was that the house belonged to a Mr, Tuanzs, 8 
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“GALWAY, 


niWs FROM WASHINGTON. 
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OUH SPROLAL WASHINGTON DISPATCHES. 
Wisararox, Tharédsy, Jan, 17. 
A tage namber 


of officers are in Washington, who 
have within a few days been ordered to rejoin thetr 


pre ioe ince 
ly send to the Secretary of the Treasury his report 
of the organization of his Bureau, with estimates of 
oo girder saan got ie 


* 4 sabia acs ORR Reames pian 
was butbrief. Lieut.-Col. Tuzsen was recalled by 
to show that the force of the enemy 


quently to jhe engagement of Gen. Kive’s division, 
he ascertained from Gen. Hzurrstimax and Col. Antex, 
of the Maise Cavalry, the position that the enemy 
had occupied previous to that engagement, which he 
judged must have been five or six miles from’the | 
Warrenton turnpike. At the time of the ; 
he said they approached. on what he understood to 
peat 
arrenton turnpike at the point of attack. 

gray afirsepuaagerenereony 
stated that last Summer the field ‘of wheat that 
been protected by Gen. McDowa. cast of the Lacey 
House, near Falmouth, had been harvested "by the 
Quartermaster of the post, ground at Fredericksburgh 
for the United States Government, and the foto 

ited ig the National 
9, placa ‘clste amb a nehioen 
PAY OF T88 TROOPS. 
We learn that some of our troops have: 


pay up to the 30th of October, a number of the Ver~ } 
mont regiments being thus far ahead, neem I 


efforts of their Paymaster, Maj. Hatssr. It 
that the scarcity of money in the army is due in 
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the three Republics of 
Uruguay, whieh. formerly constituted pertions of the 
Vice-Royalty of La, ‘Plat.’ Preaident. Minas, of 
work. He ba checkered career, 
pi lye on y weeicant aati 
General and liberal stetenman. Exiled from his na- 
tive country by the Inle Dictator, Rosas, he served the 
liberal cause with sword and pen. successively, in 
ween: and pap a 
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made in the civil, military andnaval services, 
A Committee appointed by the Chamber of Depz- | 

ties to inves tigate charges of corruption made against | 
officers of the Custor ee ies tate 
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“Over two hundred cases of small-por ere reported | 
in Pourteenth-street. 


at the contraband camp Tiere 


ie is a great neglect of proper attention to the comfort | 
and health of the negroes there, from dive to fifteen or | 
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The fleet and its adjuncts being fairly under weigh, 
let us follow it down the river. The night of our 
departure (Monday) we reached Friar’s Point, a store 
of miles or so below Helena. 

The next morning, the 23d, the transports ‘left 
Friar’s Poiat at 4 o’clock, and in regular line pushed 
dowa the river. Nothing of importance occurred 
til! about 10 o’clock, when we reached Wood Cot- 
tage—a small collection of houses on the Arkansas 
shore. As we pasted we noticed the steamers Wer 
Eagle and Von Phul tied to the shore, while three 
fegiments weré drawn up in line of battle ashore, 
with skirmisbers thrown out in advance, toward a 
line of woods that stretohed parallet with the shore, 

a wile ot so from the ‘bank of ‘the river.’ ‘To add to 
dasipictare, dozen or fifteen buildings were shoot- 

g up dense volumes of smoke and flame, while ne-' 

oes and white women ;were running: romanalagers 
thither in wild confusion, |; 

[have not heand definitely 05 to,ihe senpono! tnese.d 
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for | we were fired upon by a party of guerrillas, and 
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sixteen being crowded into cabins but twelve feet 

CHEMICAL LABORATORY IN PHILADELPHIA: — 

The Surgeon-Generai has given directious for the 
‘selection of « suitable building in Philedeiphis, in 
which to establish a chemical laboratory fer the Med- 
ical Department of the army. The establishment of 
such an institution has become absolutely necessary, 
in view of the many attempts made by godless con- 


tractors to impose worthless articles upon the Gov- | 
ernment. 


THE PACIFIC RAILROAD. * 

The Special Committee on the Pacific Railroad 
have had several informal meetings, for the purpose 
of amending and supplying imprrtan{ defects in the 
bil. The Committee are waiting the attendance ofa 
number of geagjemen who compose the present or- 
ganization before they mature the bill, which, in the 
opinion of the,’ ittee, Is at, present very de- 


fective. ‘ 
ISAAO W. FOWLER. 
There is a strong effort being made by the friends. 
of Isaac N. Fowzus. te. induce the President to grant 


af immunity in bis Case. -A’ petition bas been pre- | 
sented, signed by some of the most influential gentle-)| 


men in New-York, and the President has referred the 


matter to the’Attorney.Genera! fOr tits opinion: |” 
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